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Beliefs and Superstitions in “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn”
Twain portrays the cultures of blacks and whites throughout his work by using superstition and beliefs. Such beliefs include the color of human skin, defining who they indeed are, and this hinders individuals from leaving their own comfort zones and growing up as a person. In the novel, Jim is a black adult who is matured and has fled to Mississippi. Huck is a young white boy who joins him despite his conventional understanding and the law. Both believe that the hairball can tell the future, which is why Huck goes to see Jim. In the fourth chapter, hacks see footprints in the snow and ask Jim why Pap is there. By the use of hairball from an ox's stomach. The hairball won't answer why the pap is there, and Jim says it needs money. Huck gives Jim a counterfeit quarter. The counterfeit shoes that they are both superstitious, yet they cheat the superstitious like it doesn't exist. Jim puts the quarter under that hairball, and now it talks to Jim.
Throughout chapter 10, both are arguing, and Jim says that it is wrong to touch a snakeskin with hands. Huck never believed in Jim because they both found money an overcoat that they took. Jim further says that Huck is going to get it sooner. Jim had beliefs that karma is coming, and then, later on, another snake comes and bites Jim on the feet. This clearly illustrates superstition because Finn touched the snakeskin that he got bit by a snake. Jim is portrayed as a superstitious human being, and throughout the novel, he predicts another superstition. Superstitions and beliefs play a vital role in the entire book. It shows that both Jim and Huck are child-like despite their race difference. Besides Jim revealing himself as an authority on superstition, Huck's beliefs in signs and superstition elevate Jim. They both appear twin-like, each searching for their own kind of freedom, one white while the other one black.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reference
Twain, M. (2020). The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: Illustrated by EW Kemble (Vol. 33). Top Five Books LLC.



